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Michael J. Sullivan garnered critical raves and a massive readership for his Riyria Revelations
series. The first book in his highly anticipated Riyria Chronicles series of prequels, The Crown
Tower brings together warrior Hadrian Blackwater with thieving assassin Royce Melborn. The
two form a less-than-friendly pairing, but the quest before them has a rare prize indeed, and if
they can breach the supposedly impregnable walls of the Crown Tower, their names will be
legend.

About the AuthorJeffrey Liker is Professor of Industrial and Operations Engineering, University of
Michigan and president of Liker Lean Advisors, LLC--a collection of top-notch lean advisors. He
is author of the international best-seller, The Toyota Way and the related books Toyota Way
Fieldbook, Toyota Talent, The Toyota Product Development System, Toyota Culture, The Toyota
Way to Continuous Improvement, and Toyota Under Fire. His newest book, with Gary Convis, is
The Toyota Way to Lean Leadership. His articles and books have won eleven Shingo Prizes. He
plays golf, watches football and basketball, and is relearning classical guitar which he stopped
playing over 30 years ago. His wife Deb and daughter Emma, support his writing and his son
Jesse is his toughest critic and best editor.
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Stacey, “FANTASTIC FANTASY!!!!!!. Wow. I have been reading Michael J Sullivan lately, and he
is quickly, undoubtedly moving into my top 5 alongside Tolkien, Jordan, Brooks. What I
absolutely LOVE about his books besides the stories are his characters!!! I grow to love them so
much right away! Thank you for bringing these books into our world of fantasy!!”

Anonymous, “I love these guys. So much fun to read. You could introduce yourself to this world
here. If you have read the others you will be pleased with all the Easter eggs hidden within the
pages.”

Jaimison, “After 20 years I have a new favorite series and Michael J. I have been reading for
pleasure since the early 1980s and I have not been paid or given any incentive for this review. I
have confirmed purchase of each of these books on Amazon for my Kindle Paperwhite and I am
writing this review for all of the Riyria novels and will post this for each. Please see the authors’
notes for reading order of this series but this review is based on reading in chronological
order:The Crown Tower (The Riyria Chronicles)The Rose and the Thorn (The Riyria
Chronicles)The Death of Dulgath (The Riyria Chronicles)Theft of Swords (Riyria
Revelations)Rise of Empire (Riyria Revelations)Heir of Novron (Riyria Revelations)Author
Michael J. Sullivan has a gift. After 20 years I have a new favorite series and Michael J. Sullivan
has another dedicated reader and fan. This series, and the writing style, takes me back to the
old school days of Robert E. Howard in way… Each book stands on its own. It is a very clear
story/adventure that starts and concludes in a single volume so it can be read one at a time or
binged all at once. The thing that differentiates it is that the series, in its entirety, is also a single
epic adventure that starts in The Crown Tower and concludes in Heir of Novron. So taken
individually each book is excellent and as a complete epic it more than satisfies. Like others
have stated as well I was sad to read the end of it simply knowing that this particular tale was
ending while at the same time that ending had enough adventure, emotion, humanity, and twists
and turns that I was also happy to read the final pages. As an example the end of Glen Cook’s
The Black Company ended poetically and perfectly so too does the story of Riyria.What I took
away from this series was a story following the two main characters, Hadrian and Royce, and
was about humanity, morality, pain and loss, redemption, family and brotherhood. The two main
protagonists and nearly opposite sides of the same coin but that coin is an old tarnished,
beaten, and used coin with its faces faded from the wear of life in a medieval fantasy world.
There is no typical heroes journey, no larger than life heroics, no immortality of characters that
often plagues the genre. These are characters who are nuanced and believable, so much so that
some have complained it is not realistic that the two protagonists would be together at all. To any
who thought that I say just read on… there is no mystical fate forcing them together or any
overused fantasy tropes, there is just strong character design and development, written by an



author with a gift for bringing his imagination to the printed page.The author starts the seeds of
the story in the first book and nothing is wasted or filler. Small scenes in one book, with
characters you may or may not think to ever see again, but can have an impact further down the
road. This is like real life. If you help someone on the street or donating to charity, you may just
be doing something that will change the world someday. You will meet an excellent cast of
secondary and supporting characters who may come and go in the story but while they are there
they are real characters and create real moments in time. Whether you see the impact or the
characters again I will not say anything to spoil the story but as far as the characters
development and the story itself Michael J. Sullivan did not waste your time with stand-in or
generic stereotypical filler roles.The individual stories each touched upon different adventures…
breaking into an impregnable tower, a high seas adventure, a dungeon crawl, etc, giving each
book its own unique feel and never a retread. This works well with the overall storyline for the
entire series as well and in the end the payoff is well worth your time and money spent.In regards
to reading order, the author suggests publishing order, and I can understand why, but I hate
prequels. I do not like knowing where the end is before I read something, so I read in
chronological order and I am glad that I did. Seeing the beginning gave me, personally, a better
feel for where the characters came from to where they were when the final volume concluded. I
am sure these books can be enjoyed either order so use your personal preference when
choosing. I cannot rate these books in any kind of order of enjoyment because overall I have
come to look at it as one volume or one story. There were no weak books or weak stories to my
taste so I will not try to critique it down to arbitrary ratings based on personal preferences… you
cannot judge the arts technically… only how they impact you and your enjoyment.Give this
series a try if you are looking for something a little different from the glut of current fantasy out
there today.”

Robin Snyder, “4.25 Fantastic Origin Story Stars.. I was a little worried to read this prequel. I
totally LoVeD Hadrian and Royce in the Riyria Revelations and it is a completed series. Did I
really want to go back to their beginnings to see how it all started??? And the answer
is….YESYESYESYESYESYESYESYESYESYESYESYESYESSSSSS!!!!!!MJS is not that author
who couldn’t figure out what to write next and so decided hey I’ll write more books in the same
world because $$$. Nope not at all, he wrote it because his wife fell in love with another
man.***It’s the classic story of a husband whose wife falls for another man—a more dashing and
charming gent. It sounds tragic, but this tale is a bit different because the love affair is between a
real woman and a fictional man. My wife—let’s call her Robin (because that’s her name)—has
developed an infatuation for Hadrian Blackwater. I’m not sure how I feel about enabling my wife’s
relationship with another man, but at least I know this guy is trustworthy ***As soon as I read that
in the dedication I KNEW that MJS was not just pumping out more books for the sake of $$$ but
definitely for the love of the world, the characters and his wife. After that I just relaxed and had a
great time with it.Can you read this first???Yes, there aren’t any spoilers for the future series.



BUT….that said I will say that I really liked catching the little hints and cameos of characters that
we get to know better later on. My personal recommendation is to read The Riyria Revelations
first and then move on to these.But won’t I be a little bored since I already kind of know what
happens from Riyria Revelations?I was also a little worried about that. The answer is a
resounding NO…you will not be bored at all. There are so many great things in this. One of the
first things I was really excited about is that we get a Gwen PoV and it is fantastic.***Why did we
leave Calis? Why did you give me a northern name? And most importantly, Why does it mean so
much to you for us to go to this mythical place called Medford? Stubbornly her mother had
refused to answer, except to say that God had told her to go. When Gwen asked which god, her
mother had replied, “The one who walks as a man.”***The second thing is that Royce and
Hadrian are just starting out and you can see how completely different they are from each other.
Hadrian is pretty naive and trusting…while Royce well he was raised by wolves so trust isn’t
something he understands at all.***“You have any friends?”“One.”“Arcadius?”“No.”“Where is this
friend?”“No idea.”“When was the last time you saw him?”“When he framed me for murder and
sent me to prison.”“I don’t think you understand the meaning of the word friend.”“And I think you
live in a fairy-tale world where words have consistent meanings…”***I really enjoyed this getting
to know each other part of their relationship. You can see the threads of the bromance that it will
become but you can also see the rocky road they will travel to get there.This story went so fast
for me and I couldn’t wait to get to some of the moments I knew had to be coming because of
the snippets we were told in Riyria Revelations.As MJS said he could write one book covering a
year in Harian and Royce’s life leading up to Riyria Revelations which is 12 books. You know
what…. I WOULD READ THEM ALL if they are even close to as good as this one.”

Val Kyrie, “The Great Beginning. I started reading "Theft of Swords" and couldn't understand why
the two main protagonists were playing second fiddle to some of the minor cast. Although I love
the way Royce and Hadrian are left to your imagination, how two very different people grew to be
so close was a nagging mystery to me, so I was exceptionally glad to come across "The Crown
Tower", which I decided to read before continuing Riyria Revelations.And I was not disappointed;
I could tell that the writer had improved since the first series came out and the mature narrative
with its smooth pacing and description really added to my overall enjoyment. While it's taken for
granted that the main leads get along well and have a water-tight partnership throughout
Revelations, here in Chronicles you immediately realise just how much effort went into bringing
this difficult duo together.What seems like a straightforward mission - steal a book and put it
back again without the owner noticing - soon becomes a succession of failures, despite
Hadrian's numerous attempts to thaw the icy distance between himself and Royce. No matter
what Hadrian does, he cannot seem to impress or soften the dark-hooded stranger who refuses
to compromise or cooperate as the mission progresses. So what is he to do? Entertainingly hard
to know where the turning point will be, but the build-up was pleasantly worth it and I thought
some of their moments were surprisingly funny (ie. when Royce thinks, through his particular



logic, that Hadrian did not climb down the tower first because the man couldn't locate the
rope!)Elsewhere, Sullivan fills in the gaps, introducing us to the origins of Gwen and how events
in her own life lead her to meet Hadrian and Royce at a time when they need help most. Some
stories simply overlook what a woman in the comfort trade needs to do to rise above her modest
station; however, Sullivan cleverly demonstrates the extent to which Gwen fights the odds
against her, approaching the authorities for a license and planning permit before transforming a
building from a run-down inn to a thriving, independent business. I learnt from the process and
really appreciated the time Sullivan spent on outlining Gwen's business plan, even if she
appeared to be making it up on the spot.As Revelations has already concluded the lives of every
character within the Riyria universe, readers have remarked on the lack of danger they feel for
Royce and Hadrian as they battle opponents along their quests. Due to my interest in their
relationship from the start, this aspect of the prequel does not bother me but makes it following
their lives before that grand ending all the more interesting. I think Riyria is much like the
Shakespeare play "Othello", in that you need to have experienced what the characters are going
through in order to deeply value the purpose of the tale. In "Othello", you need to have fallen in
love and felt jealousy in love to comprehend how a man like Iago could slowly turn the life of a
'friend' into terminal misery; in "The Crown Tower", you need to have made and lost a friend,
seeing them both as a fond reference in a long-ago part of your life in addition to a hindrance you
would rather not see or hear at all.A very good read!”

Hezzie, “I just keep wanting more Riyria - brilliant book. I reread this book twice in a week when it
arrived. Like all the Riyria books, I was hooked from page 1. I love and would read any story
about Royce and Hadrian but more than that I find all of the books set in Elan to be easy to read,
addictive from page 1 and full of characters that I’m invested in from page 1. For me that’s
unusual as it’s rare I don’t find fantasy hero’s self righteous and annoying. From someone who
needs a happy ending at the end of book and to be able to trust an author not to destroy my
dreams, I can honestly say that you should read this book. And all the others from this author
set in the world of Elan. Specifically on this book, it’s my favourite because I read the revelations
first and I know where the characters end up so it’s beautiful to see the start. Also funny. It’s like
Robert Jordan merged with Terry Pratchett to be the best of both worlds together.”

direstraits291, “The beginning. This is arguably one of the best prequel novels ever written!
This, the first book in the Riyria Chronicles, takes place twelve years before Theft of Swords.
Hadrian Blackwater is youthful mercenary fighter returning to his homeland after being away for
some time, he has received the summons of a Professor at Sheridan University and so the story
of Riyria begins!This is an excellent well written novel in Michael's easy to read style with some
great action scenes and intrigue, mirrored by the story of Gwen and where she came from.”

Kelly Rose, “Great start to a series. Was looking for a new read while waiting for the next volume



of other series and saw this series recommended. Hoped it would be good and was not
disappointed!Can be tricky finding new authors that give you the escapism you are looking for
but Michael J Sullivan has done just that.Thoroughly enjoyed the next 2 revelations books and
ready for the next volume.”

The book by Shiv Shenoy has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 1,438 people have provided feedback.



Language: English
Paperback: 280 pages
Item Weight: 14.1 ounces
Dimensions: 6.14 x 0.64 x 9.21 inches
Hardcover: 115 pages
File size: 758 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Not Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 8 pages
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

